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PREFACE 
The impetus for the symposium on Immune Mechanisms in Cutaneous Disorders derived 
from the conviction that during recent years, marked advances in biomedical research, 
through the contributions of immunobiology, immunopathology, and immunochemistry, have 
resulted in effective applications of immunologic principles to clinical investigations. In par-
ticular, with increased understanding of immunologic mechanisms of disease has come an 
awareness that much of the basic research has relevance to diseases of the skin, and that skin 
may be among the most suitable organ systems in which the gap between molecular research 
and its clinical applications is bridged. This volume deals with the immunopathologic mech-
anisms in a variety of important dermatologic entities. It should be extremely useful in offer-
ing synthesis and direction to the field of immunodermatology and to the care of the patient 
with dermatologic disease. 
The study of pathobiologic and immunopathologic mechanisms of skin disease is being 
pursued by investigators in various laboratories throughout the world, and this fact is reflected 
in the international origins of the participants in this symposium. The reports of investiga-
tions have in the past been dispersed over a period of time, and in journals devoted sepa-
rately to dermatology, allergy, biochemistry, immunology, pharmacology, pathology, and 
physiology. A multidisciplinary, in,tegrated analysis of our current understanding of the im-
munobiologic events in skin disease, either established or postulated, is pertinent, timely, 
and perhaps even critical to further progress. This symposium has brought together 
investigators who are expert in the various immunologic responses and reactions; who work 
at cellular, tissue, organ, or even whole animal levels; and who have differing techniques, ap-
proaches, and viewpoints. Especially important has been the participation of clinical 
scientists concerned with dermatologic disease. The symposium had as principal goals a de-
scription of the present status of the field of immunodermatology and the delineation of both 
areas of agreement and areas requiring further exploration in order to resolve controversy 
about mechanisms or the significance of information already available. The faithfulness with 
which these aims were pursued is reflected not only in the prepared manuscripts, but also in 
the intensity of the individual discussions, so ably presided over by the session chairpersons, 
and in the general discussion. 
The sponsorship by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases and by the 
National Institute of Arthritis , Metabolism, and Digestive Diseases made this symposium 
possible; and the tradition of the elegant, yet highly functional facilities of Brook Lodge added 
immensely to its success . Arrangements for the symposium were facilitated by the executive 
secretarial assistance of Mrs. Evelyn Rosenstein. The experienced and thoughtful direction 
which resulted in an accurate documentation of the thrust of the symposium is credited to Ms. 
Arlene Stolper Simon, with deep appreciation from all of us. 
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